THIRTIETH CONGRESS — SECOND SESSION.

 H.R. 750,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPREQENTATIVES
IANL ARY 31 1849

Read tw1ce‘ and left upon the Speakez s table

Mr. Epwagps, from the Committee for the Dlstmut of Colum-

b1a reported the followmg blll
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To prohlbxt the mtroductlon of slaves mto the dlstrxct of COﬂ

m.‘f R SR

vyson shall hereafter brmg or 1mp0rt any slave or slaves into

lumbia as merchandise or for sale or hire.

" Be it enacted by‘ the Senate and House AQf: ’Repirea

gsentaiz:bes of the United States of America in Congress

assembled That the business of' mtroducmg or 1mportmrr

By

slaves mto the DlStl"Ct of Lolumbla as merchandlse or

kfor sale or hlre be and the same is hel eby, prohlblted

Sec. 2. “And be i further enacted That 1f' any per»-
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the dlStl‘Ict aforesal.d as merchandlse, or for ‘rhe purpose of :

‘sellmg or hlrmg such slave 01 slaves, or shall be accessm y

;ithereto, the person or persons s0 oﬁ‘endmg shall bc deemedk |
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’:gmlty of a mlsdemeanor and on convmtlon thereof shallk
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be ﬁned in the sum Of ﬁve hundred dollars, and be 1m;
prisoned a texm no{: Iess than one nor wmore than six
months, at the discretion of the court, for each and every
slave by him brought into the district aforesaid as mer-
chandise ot ’fojr sale or hire. |

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all contracts

or bargains made or entered into, and all agreements,

whether verbal or in writing, when the consideration or

‘any part thereof has been fm a slave or slaves introduced

or !mported into fhe dlstrlct afm esald, ag merchandise or
for sale or hire, shall be absolutely null and void.

Sec. 4. And be at fufrther enacled, That whenever f
any citizen of the dvstmct aforesaid, or. other person, shall
\bring any slave or slaves i‘nto the dlstr:ct aforesald, he,
she, or they shall, w1thm forty-eight hours next af'tev hig

or thelr entry inte the district, go before the clerk of the

urcult court of the county of Wasmngto the Distrlct
’of Columbla and take an oath that sald slave or slaves

have not. been btought mto th!S d!Stl‘lct as merchandise,

or for aale or hlre, but that t ey were brought f’or his or
thelr own proper use, and for ne other purpose Whatever

And 1t shall be the duty of the delk of sald court tak

glve tne person makmw oath a certlﬁcate, under hus

ofﬁcxal seal that sald oath has been taken and duly re-

ycoxded in h1s ofﬁce and 1t is heleby made the duty of
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said clerk to administer said ‘outhi AR’ to’ kéep a true and
perfect récord thereof it his offive.’ " A any person fail-

ing to take such ‘oath and eértificais th eréot and shall be

found to have entered this distfict with a slave of slaves,

or to have received stich slave or slives from any other

person who has entered with ‘them, shall be arrested by

“the marshal of the distriet, dr"’éiii}}"ii;f his” deputies, or any

constable 1n said district, to whom a knowledge of the
facts may come; and ‘the ‘person so arrested shall be im.
mediately 1aken béfore some judge or justice of the dis-

trict, whose duty it shall %% to recognize said person for

his appearance at the next Feguldr terth of tho ¢riminal

court of the coufity of Wa‘shmgt@n, in th‘e»B_lst‘rzct of Co-
lumbia, in the §um of five hundred dollars for each slave
s0 f‘cjﬁﬁd’i‘n his possession ; ‘and on failure of such person

to enter inte such recognizance, it shallhe the duty of such

55’(1;*»‘%:51’ jlfé‘ticem chmmit h;m to pﬂ, untess he is then

willi lrzg to* take thé on th abeve ﬁrE%rlbcd M whichCease it

shall be 56mlmstered dcwrdmg io ‘the | pmvxszons of thys

“act: Promaed, lewa s - That ‘Hothing in rthfs»seet—mn shall

appiytﬂany person’ %&‘“*‘p'eréﬁns ’Viéitiiﬁg’ﬁ ot passing

through this dlsirzct:mth hig, hei* én thérr balrrage drwelb,

= Walters or other body servants, méfle or’ female And p7 o-

vided, also, 'That nothing in this act %ﬁﬂ*ipﬁw@ﬁ%bﬁ}nga :

ing slaves into the district as now authorized for hire, ior\
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a term not exceeding twelve months: Provided, further,

That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to pre-

vent any person or persons, in removing to said district,

from bringing with them their slave or slaves; and further,
that nothing in this act shail be so construed as fo prevent
persons, residing within this district, from introducing an
slave or slaves obtained by marriage, bequest or inherit-
ance.

Sec. 5. And be it furfher enacted, That any per-
son or persons bringing within this district, under any of

the provisions of this aét},«,hagy? slave or slaves, shall, within

“thirty days of their introduction, file in the clerk’s office

of the county of Washington a record of the names, sexes,
and ages of said slaves; and an omission to do so shall
be construed into an intention to have introduced such

°‘ave or slaves for sale.

- SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That 1t shall

_ be the duty of the Secretary of State of the United States,

. immediately after the passage of this act, to cause its pub-

lication in at least four newspapers in each slave State of

“the Union, and in at.least three of the newspapers of this
- distriet, for two successive months ; and this act shall not
. take effect until the first day. of August, eighteen hundred

. and forty-nine.



